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EDUCATION	
	

Western	University,	London,	Ontario	
Doctor	of	Philosophy	in	Theory	&	Criticism	(interdisciplinary),	2014	
Dissertation:	“Thinking	Across	Worlds:	Indigenous	Thought,	Relational	Ontology,	
and	the	Politics	of	Nature;	Or,	If	Only	Nietzsche	Could	Meet	A	Yachaj”	
Supervisor:	Prof.	Regna	Darnell	
Disciplinary	focus:	Anthropology,	Philosophy,	and	Political	Theory	 	
	
University	of	Victoria,	Victoria,	British	Columbia	
Master	of	Arts	in	Political	Science,	2008	
Concentration	in	Cultural,	Social,	and	Political	Thought	(CSPT)	
Thesis:	“The	Mournful	Cage:	Max	Weber	as	a	Hunger	Artist”	
Supervisor:	Prof.	Arthur	Kroker	
	
Bachelor	of	Arts	(Honours)	in	Political	Science,	2004	
Major	Paper:	“This,	That,	the	Other:	Rethinking	Security	Through	the	Work	of	
Michael	Dillon”	
Supervisor:	Prof.	R.B.J.	Walker	
	
CURRENT	AFFILIATIONS	
	
Research	Associate,	Universidad	San	Francisco	de	Quito,	Ecuador	(2019	-	)	
	
Associate	Fellow,	Centre	for	Studies	in	Religion	and	Society,	University	of	Victoria		

(2015	–	present)	
	 	
TEACHING	EXPERIENCE	
	
2014	 Guest	assistant	lecturer.	(Introduction	to	Political	Ecology)	School	of	

Environmental	Studies,	University	of	Victoria;	shared	Instructor	
duties	and	course	planning	with	Dr.	Sarah	Marie	Wiebe.	

	
2008-2009	 Teaching	assistant.	(Introductory	Philosophy)	Philosophy	and	

Religious	Studies,	King’s	College	at	Western	University.		
	
2008	 Teaching	assistant.	(Introduction	to	International	Relations)	Political	

Science,	University	of	Victoria.		
	
2005-2006	 Teaching	assistant.	(Introduction	to	International	Relations)	Political	

Science,	University	of	Victoria.		
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RESEARCH	EXPERIENCE	
	
2017	 Fieldwork	research	at	the	Andes	and	Amazon	Field	School	in	Napo	

Province,	Ecuador,	with	Prof.	Tod	Swanson	(Arizona	State	University).	
July	session.	

	
2014-2017	 Research	Associate	with	the	Franz	Boas	Papers:	Documentary	Edition	

project,	funded	by	the	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities	Research	
Council	of	Canada	and	directed	by	Prof.	Regna	Darnell	at	Western	
University.	

	
2013-2017	 Distance	Amazonian	Quichua	language	study,	directed	by	Prof.	Tod	

Swanson.	
	
2015	 Fieldwork	research	at	the	Andes	and	Amazon	Field	School	in	Napo	

Province,	Ecuador.	July	session.	
	
2014	 Fieldwork	research	at	the	Andes	and	Amazon	Field	School	in	Napo	

Province,	Ecuador.	July	session.	
	
2012	 Fieldwork	research	at	the	Andes	and	Amazon	Field	School	in	Napo	

Province,	Ecuador.	July	session.	
	
2011-2012	 Research	assistant,	for	Prof.	Regna	Darnell,	Western	University.	
	
2006	 Research	assistant,	for	Prof.	Arthur	Kroker.	Pacific	Centre	for	

Technology	and	Culture	(PACTAC),	University	of	Victoria.		
	
SELECTED	RECENT	PRESENTATIONS	AND	PAPERS	
	
Invited	Presentations	
	
2016	 Guest	lecturer.	“Indigenous	Conceptions	of	Identity	and	Selfhood	in	

the	Northwest	Amazon.”	Latin	American	Studies,	University	of	
Victoria.	90	min.	

	
2015	 “Relating	to	the	Forest	in	Amazonian	Quichua	Religious	Traditions.”	

Centre	for	Studies	in	Religion	and	Society	Public	Lecture	Series,	
University	of	Victoria.	60	min.	Available	online	at:	< 
https://vimeo.com/145694041>	
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2014	 Guest	lecturer.	“Modern	Ecological	Relations	in	Cultural,	
Philosophical,	and	Political	Context.”	Undergraduate	field	course	in	
Global	Ecology,	Andes	and	Amazon	Field	School,	Ecuador.	60	min.		

	
2009	 Guest	lecturer.	“Nietzsche’s	First	Essay	in	The	Genealogy	of	Morals”.	

Undergraduate	lecture	course	in	Philosophy,	King’s	College	at	
Western	University.	90	min.		

	
2009	 Guest	lecturer.	“Heidegger	and	Meister	Eckhart	on	Gelassenheit.”	

Graduate	seminar	in	Theory	&	Criticism,	Western	University.	120	min.	
	
2008	 Guest	lecturer.	“Freud	on	Civilized	Morality,	in	Outline	and	

Philosophical	Context.”	Undergraduate	lecture	course	in	Philosophy,	
King’s	College	at	Western	University.	90	min.	

	
Admitted	after	abstract	submission	
	
2018	 “What	is	land?	On	Nonhuman	Personhood,	Ontological	Disjunctures,	and		

Relational	Possibilities.”	Paper	presented	at	Land,	Language,	and	Locatives		
conference	in	London,	Ontario.	

	
2018	 “Reckoning	with	Ontological	Disagreement:	Drawing	Lessons	from	

Amazonian	Quichua	Relationality.”	Paper	presented	at	the	International	
Studies	Association	(ISA)-FLACSO	conference,	Quito,	Ecuador.	Also	presented	
at	“Doing	IR	Differently”,	a	workshop	hosted	by	the	Universidad	de	San	
Francisco	de	Quito	at	San	Cristóbal,	Galàpagos,	Ecuador.	

	
2016	 “Political	Thinking	Across	Ontologies?”	Paper	presented	at	Alternative	

Cosmologies	and	Knowledge	Systems	in	International	Relations,	conference	
and	exploratory	workshops	hosted	by	the	World	International	Studies	
Committee	(WISC)	and	the	International	Research	on	India	and	International	
Studies	(IRIIS),	New	Delhi,	India.	

	
2015	 “Relationality	and	Perspective	in	the	Quichua	Concept	of	Runa:	Interrogating	

the	Non/Human	in	Cross-Cultural	Perspective.”	Paper	presented	at	Human	
Being	Human,	Cultural,	Social,	and	Political	Thought	Programme	Graduate	
Student	Conference,	University	of	Victoria,	British	Columbia.	

	
2013	 “On	Nature,	Relations,	and	Politics.”	Paper	presented	at	the	Canadian	Political	

Science	Association	Annual	Conference,	Victoria,	British	Columbia.	
	
2012	 “Thinking	in	Light	of	Politics:	On	Nature	and	Ontological	Disagreement.”	

Paper	presented	at	the	Canadian	Political	Science	Association	Annual	
Conference,	Edmonton,	Alberta.	
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2011	 “Thinking	the	Global	at	the	Intersection	of	Politics	and	Anthropology.”	Paper	
&	poster	presented	at	the	International	Studies	Association	Annual	
Conference,	Montreal,	Quebec.	

	
2010	 “Charisma	and	the	Problem	of	Enchantment	in	Modernity.”	Paper	presented	

at	Nation	and	Charisma,	Association	for	Studies	in	Ethnicity	and	Nationalism	
Annual	Conference,	London	School	of	Economics	and	Political	Science,	
England.	

	
PUBLICATIONS	
	
Peer-reviewed	Journals	
	
2019	 With	Tamara	Trownsell	et	al.	“Recrafting	International	Relations	Through	

Relationality.”	In	E-International	Relations.	(Jan.	8	2019).	Available	at:	< 
https://www.e-ir.info/2019/01/08/recrafting-international-relations-
through-relationality/>	

	
2017	 With	Tod	Swanson.	“Looking	Like	the	Land:	Beauty	and	Aesthetics	in	

Amazonian	Quichua	Philosophy	and	Practice.”	In	Journal	of	the	American	
Academy	of	Religion.	85:	3	(Sept.	1	2017):	682-708.	DOI:	
10.1093/jaarel/lfw086 

	
2010	 “Charisma	and	Shamanism:	Reflections	on	the	Problem	of	Enchantment	in	

Modernity.”	In	Studies	in	Ethnicity	and	Nationalism.	10:3	(2010).	DOI:	
10.1111/j.1754-9469.2011.01086.x	

	
RECENT	SCHOLARLY	AND	PROFESSIONAL	ACTIVITIES	
	
2016-2019	 Board	of	Directors	Member	(Vice-Chair	since	Sept.	2017),	Sierra	Club	

of	British	Columbia.	
	
2018	 Founding	member	of	the	Doing	IR	Differently	scholarly	collective	

(formerly	the	Delhi	Group).	
	
2015-2017	 Co-editor	on	an	emerging	volume	of	the	Franz	Boas	Papers:	

Documentary	Edition,	on	human-environment	relations	as	a	theme	in	
the	work	and	professional	correspondence	of	Franz	Boas.	

	
2015-2016	 Coordination	of	Victoria-based	transcription	team	for	the	Franz	Boas	

Papers:	Documentary	Edition	project.	
	
2015	 	 Panel	chair	and	discussant.	“Human	Being	Natural.”	Human	Being		
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Human,	Cultural,	Social,	and	Political	Thought	Programme	Graduate	
Student	Conference,	University	of	Victoria,	British	Columbia.	

	
2014-2015	 Member,	Editorial	Advisory	Board,	Franz	Boas	Papers:	Documentary	

Edition	project.		
	
2013	 Panel	chair.	“Anti-Racist	and	Indigenous	Politics	in	Canada:	

Divergence	and	Convergence	–	Multiculturalism,	Cultures	of	Redress	
and	Containment.”	Canadian	Political	Science	Association	Annual	
Conference,	Victoria,	British	Columbia.	

	
	HONOURS	AND	AWARDS	
	
2013	 	 Graduate	Thesis	Research	Award,	Western	University	
	
2010	 Awarded	Distinction	on	the	Qualifying	Doctoral	Examination,	Centre	

for	the	Study	of	Theory	&	Criticism,	Western	University	
	
2004	 	 Graduated	with	Distinction	(Bachelor	of	Arts),	University	of	Victoria	 	
	
LANGUAGES	
	

• French	(moderate	written	and	verbal	competency)	
• Amazonian	Quichua	(moderate	written	and	conversational	competency,	

Napo	and	Pastaza	dialects).		
	


